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Evolution: Adaptations that 
take place in a species over a 
long period of time in 
response to the environment. 
Inheritance: This is when 
characteristics are passed on 
to offspring from their parents. 
Adaptation: An adaptation is a 
trait (characteristic) changing 

 
chances of surviving and 
reproducing. 
Fossil: The remains of imprint of a 
prehistoric plant or animal, 
embedded in rock 
and preserved. 
Natural selection: The process 
where organisms that are better 
adapted to their environment 
tend to survive and produce more 
offspring. 
Genetic traits: Genetic features that 
help a living thing to survive. 
Inherited traits: These are traits 
you get from your parents. Within 
a family, you will often 
see similar traits. E.g. curly hair, 
shape of features 
Extinction: When an animal or 
plant species dies out and there 
are no more left. 
Biomes: Areas of the planet with a 
similar climate and landscape, 
where similar animals and plants 

Deforestation: the clearing, or 
cutting down, of forests. 
Climate change: a change in the 
typical weather for a region  
such as high and low temperatures 
and amount of rainfall  over a 
long period of time 

What is natural selection? 

Natural selection is a process by 

which a species changes over time 

in response to changes in the 

environment, or competition between 

organisms, in order for the species 

to survive. 

 

The members of the species with the 

most desirable characteristics are 

able to produce the best-adapted 

offspring. If a species is unable to 

adapt then it is at risk of becoming 

extinct. 



Desert: any large region that 
gets very little rain each 
year 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is a desert? 

-A desert is a place that gets very little rainfall. Most deserts 

get less than 250 millimetres of rain per year. 

-For comparison, the UK receives an average of around 1,000 

millimetres of rain. 

-We normally think of hot places when we think of deserts, 

but deserts can also be cold places. For example, large parts 

of Antarctica are considered to be desert. 

-As deserts do not have much water, only certain plants and 

animals can live there. These tend to be plants and animals 

that have specially adapted for the desert climate. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


